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Executive Summary 

 

The Brainbow service was launched in September 2013. 

Brainbow has continued to develop during its second year (2014-15). 

 The service has helped children with brain tumours in the East of England. 

 The operational, multi-disciplinary team has strengthened. 

 It is early to measure demonstrable impact on patient outcomes but initial 

service data is encouraging. 

 Positive feedback on Brainbow has been received – from families and local, 

regional, national and even international colleagues. 

 A commissioning bid for NHS funding has been submitted. 

 We are delighted that Anna’s Hope, Camille’s Appeal and Tom’s Trust have 

offered to provide funding for one year minimum after 2016. 

We would like to thank our funding charities and all those who have supported us in our 

second year. 

 

 

Ailsa Bowring 

Project Co-ordinator for 

the Brainbow service 

Dr Amos Burke 

Clinical Lead for the 

Brainbow service 

Amanda Cahn 

Associate Director of 

Operations, Women’s and 

Children’s services 
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1. Brainbow Vision 

“A pioneering partnership to ensure children with brain tumours reach their  

full potential”. 

 

2. Brainbow’ s Achievements 

2014-15 Successes include: 

 Brainbow is an effective, close-knit team which is embedded within existing  

NHS services. 

 Poster and oral presentation (“Charitable funding by parents to deliver significant 

service developments. Brainbow – a model for the rapid delivery of a novel 

paediatric neuro-oncology rehabilitation service”) at national Children’s Cancer 

and Leukaemia Group (CCLG) Summer Meeting in June 2015.  

 Collaboration with the Children’s Cancer and Leukaemia Group (CCLG) to host a 

national Education Event on 11 September 2015. 

 Brainbow poster presentation at the European Cancer Congress in Vienna (25-28 

September).  

 A published article in the Journal for Developmental Neurorehabilitation: 

Multidisciplinary rehabilitation for children with brain tumors: A systematic 

review (Fountain & Burke, June 2015) 

 Submission of a bid for NHS funding in September 2015. This proposal includes 

paediatric brain tumour and acquired brain injury patients.  

 Ability for the service to take therapy students. 

 Involvement in family support groups. 

 

Feedback from the team 

 
“I continue to feel privileged to be able to work in such a multi-disciplinary manner and 

to be part of such ground breaking work.  

 

I feel fortunate every single day that I am able to help to develop a service that truly 

responds to children and their families’ needs”. 

 

Katie Johnson, Anna’s Hope Therapy Team Occupational Therapist 

http://www.annas-hope.co.uk/
http://www.camillesappeal.co.uk/
http://www.tomstrust.org.uk/
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“I am proud of my team and my colleagues and privileged to work with our patient 

families. My role is challenging but rewarding. I feel we have really achieved something 

by turning a concept into a reality. It is no longer a project but an operational patient 

service which can help children”. 

Ailsa Bowring, Camille’s Appeal Brainbow Project Co-ordinator 

 
“I feel privileged to be part of such an innovative service. I feel we can make a real 

difference. It is great for psychology to work so closely with the other therapies”. 

Kathy Cox, Tom’s Trust Assistant Clinical Psychologist 

 

3. Brainbow Service Strategy 2013-16 

Overview 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phase 1: Establishment 

Phase 2: Development 

Phase 3: Review and Refinement 

Phase 4: Dissemination 

Year 3 

2015/16 

Phase 5: Evaluation 

Phase 6: Recommendations and Sustainability 

Year 2 

2014/15 

Year 1 

2013/14 

 

We are here 

http://www.annas-hope.co.uk/
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Brainbow Values 

 

Brainbow Approach 

A life course approach 

Supporting the patient 

journey from point of 

diagnosis.  

Addressing participation and 

potential at different stages in life 

particularly at key transition 

points e.g. pre-GSCE or primary 

to secondary. 

Recognising that potential 

and goals change over time.  

A ‘nothing too small’ approach 

Acknowledging that even help with something seemingly small can have a major impact on a 

child’s overall quality of life. 

A ‘whole child’ approach 

Holistic rather than 

profession-specific i.e. taking 

into account all areas of a 

child’s life. 

Interdisciplinary working; 

assessment, goal-setting and 

treatment. 

Child and family centred. 

A co-ordinated approach 

Enabling invisible seams between professionals & services involved in a child’s care. 

 

 

 

 

Collaboration Education Goal-orientation 

http://www.annas-hope.co.uk/
http://www.camillesappeal.co.uk/
http://www.tomstrust.org.uk/
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4. Brainbow Impact 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (*This is only indicative based on FIM+FAM – The Functional Independence Measure and Functional 

Assessment Measure. This focuses on motor skills which are motions carried out when the brain, nervous 

system and muscles work together. Fine motor skills are small movements such as picking up small objects 

and holding a spoon). 

Since its launch in 2013, 

Brainbow has cared for more 

than 130 children with a  

brain tumour 

Since its launch, Brainbow has 

seen 76% of the original cohort of 

120 patients (31% of the cohort 

seen in Year 1 & 45% in Year 2) 

 

Patients have improved functional independence by 

an average of 11% after Brainbow therapeutic 

intervention*  

 

 

Brainbow psychologists have 

undertaken 31 neuro-

psychological assessments with 

patients in 2014/15 

“I would like to offer great 

congratulations to the families who had 

the strength to develop their vision and 

the support of the professionals and 

their expertise and commitment”.  

Delegate feedback from Brainbow/CCLG National  

Education Event, Sept 2015 

 

In 2014/15, 86% of children/young 

people and parents fed back that they 

had been ‘totally’ listened to in their 

Brainbow Psychology session 

Brainbow meets all 

families prior to surgery. 

Parents/carers did not 

routinely have this 

experience before 

http://www.annas-hope.co.uk/
http://www.camillesappeal.co.uk/
http://www.tomstrust.org.uk/
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5.     Patient Case Studies 
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7. Key priorities for Brainbow in 2015/16 include: 

 Continued delivery of a high quality patient service. 

 Evaluation of the impact of our new service plus establishment of a longer-term 

outcome research project. 

 Ensuring sustainability of the service. To include a potential pilot of wider patient 

referrals i.e. patients who are not currently under a Consultant at Addenbrooke’s 

/ 2016 programme for Brainbow Bite-size learning events / Outreach clinic pilot 

viability. 
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Brainbow service 

Paediatric Oncology 

Box 51 

Paediatric Day Unit 

Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 

Hills Road 

Cambridge CB2 0QQ 

01223 596163 

brainbow@addenbrookes.nhs.uk 

Questions to ailsa.bowring@addenbrookes.nhs.uk 

http://www.cuh.org.uk/addenbrookes-hospital/services/brainbow 

Brainbow Service Annual Review_2014_15.doc 
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