
 
DYLAN’S STORY 
 
 
11-year-old Dylan was a bright, and happy boy who had much to look forward to in life. He 
enjoyed everything that most 11-year-old boys love but all that suddenly changed when 
Dylan’s health took an unexpected downturn. After being admitted to one of the children’s 
wards at Addenbrookes’ for further investigations, Dylan’s parents received the news that 
every parent dreads. Understandably, this devastating diagnosis turned their world upside 
down and it was to be expected that it affected everyone in Dylan’s family.  
 
Although a surgical option was quickly identified to treat Dylan’s brain tumour, sadly doctors 
found that the treatment wouldn’t provide the cure that Dylan and his family were so 
desperately hoping for. For us at Tom’s Trust, this is one of the most heart-breaking situations 
that we see, but it also strengthens our determination to raise funds for Clinical Psychologists 
who help and support families like Dylan’s through such an unimaginably tough time.  
 
Tom’s Trust psychologists were on hand to offer help and support to Dylan and his family, 
they supported Dylan, his sister, his parents and his grandparents, through his treatment. But 
it didn’t stop there. We are determined that, no matter how difficult the circumstances, no 
matter how bleak the future looks, the Clinical Psychologists that we fund will support 
everyone affected by this devastating diagnosis. Psychology couldn’t ‘wave a magic wand’, 
but it could provide family time and support in dealing with a terminal illness. It was tough, 
but Dylan’s family worked together to produce a wonderful memory book for Dylan and his 
sister to look back upon.  
 
Sadly, Dylan died aged just 11 years old, but our support didn’t end with Dylan losing his brave 
fight. Our psychologists continued to support Dylan’s family at home and helped them 
manage their grief and supported them in pulling together to help the whole family move 
forward. Little by little they managed it. It’s still tough and there is always someone missing 
at the dinner table, but over time, Dylan’s family have been helped to move forward, whilst 
holding onto the love that they still share today. And although the outcome wasn’t what 
anyone wished, being able to provide support and guidance for Dylan and his family was a 
privilege that serves to underline the importance of the work that Tom’s Trust does in raising 
funds to help children like Dylan. 
 
 


